
How to classify a stellar spectrum

Start here! Are there hydrogen lines?Look at your spectrum

Any Helium lines?

Yes

Molecular lines?

No

Any Helium II lines?

Yes

O type B type

NoYes

Metal lines?No

Hydrogen dominates the spectrum?

Mainly ionized metals

A type F type

Yes No

Molecular lines?

Mainly neutral metals

G type No

M type

K type Yes

Yes

Emission lines?

Neutral metals?

No

No

Yes

Narrow emission lines? Yes&100 emission lines? YesCalibration lamp spectrum Yes

Spectrum without Darkframe correction No WR star No

Any line at all?

No

Flat�eld spectrum No

Something went horribly wrong � redo the data reduction from start Yes, but non of the above

Now it's better

Last resort: ask your supervisor Still bad


